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A
ddiction to prescription painkillers is taking
a tremendous toll across the nation. Over-
doses from opioids such as oxycodone, hy-

drocodone, morphine and fentanyl have risen to
alarming levels in some states.
In Nebraska, opioid overdoses killed 54 people

in 2015, and the rate of drug overdose deaths in-
creasedmore than 20 percent over the past decade.
Still, the extent of the problem so far has been

less in Nebraska than in much of the country. An
important factor is the responsible approach tak-
en by the medical community here, which gener-
ally has prescribed opioids less frequently than
in much of the country, according to a new report
from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
Government and law enforcement in Nebraska

have been proactive. The state took its first steps
toward prescription monitoring under legislation
by then-State Sen. Gwen Howard in 2011 — whose
daughter Carrie died from an opioid overdose —
and the Nebraska Legislature has approved signifi-
cant strengthening in recent years.
StateAttorneyGeneralDougPetersonhas direct-

ed increased attention to the opioid issue, promot-
ing collaborative strategies. A public information
campaign begun this year encourages Nebraskans
to return any unused opioid pain medications to the
pharmacy, given that addicts often raid bathroom
cabinets of friends and family.
A new $2 million federal grant will help the Ne-

braska Department of Health and Human Services
boost access to opioid treatment.
Nebraska will increase availability of naloxone,

which blocks the effects of opioids and protects
law enforcement personnel in contact with deadly
synthetic opioids. Omaha police will soon receive
300 units of naloxone spray.
These proactive strategies can serve Nebraska

well in tackling this complicated challenge.

NEBRASKA TAKES ACTION

Proactive steps
against opioids

T
he College World Series, now in its 67th year
in Omaha, continues to prove its tremendous
value to our city and its future.

The 12-day event had an estimated economic im-
pact of $70 million, buoyed this year by a lineup
described inWorld-Herald reporting as “fan-heavy
teams that appealed to local fans, too.”
Comments from business owners indicated the

particular enthusiasm for Omaha shown by fans of
Louisiana State University, a frequent team in the
CWS. Omahans contribute greatly through the wel-
coming attitude our city displays during the series.
Jack Diesing, chairman of College World Series

of Omaha Inc., said this year’s series produced a
record economic impact on top of the record total
game attendance of 357,646.
Mike West, CEO of the Omaha Equestrian Foun-

dation, noted what he called the “snowball effect”
by which Omaha has built a strong reputation as
host of national and even international events, in-
cluding NCAA volleyball and basketball tourna-
ments, the Olympic swim trials and the interna-
tional equestrian World Cup.
“What started that snowball back in 1950,” West

said, “was the College World Series.”
It’s a civic heritage to be proud of, and it’s great

to see the momentum keep building.

SERIES YIELDS BIG CIVIC BENEFITS

CWS sparkled

This editorial appears on
Bloomberg View.

The first task for the Brexit ne-
gotiators is to agree on the rights
of European Union citizens in
Britain and the rights of U.K. cit-
izens in the EU.

In a rational world, this would
be straightforward. In the real
world, it will be a problem if one
side or the other chooses to make
it one.

Roughly 3.2 million EU citi-
zens live in Britain, and 1.2 mil-
lion U.K. citizens live in Europe.

Brexit casts doubt on their res-
idency status and future rights,
including access to health care
and other services.

The fairest and least disrup-
tive solution is reciprocity: EU
citizens in the U.K. and U.K. cit-
izens in the EU should have the
same rights.

Granted, getting to such a deal
is a bit more complicated than
you’d think. The EU wants its
citizens living in the U.K. to have
the rights they would enjoy else-
where in the EU — but some of
those rights are more extensive

than the rights of British citizens
in their own country.

In particular, a U.K. citizen
cannot bring a non-EU spouse to
live in Britain without meeting a
minimum-income test of 18,600
pounds ($23,765) a year. After
Brexit, that would diminish the
rights of EU citizens living in
Britain.

A fair agreement would either
require Britain to dispense with
the income test for the spouses
of EU citizens or for the EU to
narrow the rights of U.K. citi-
zens living in Europe.

Either outcome ought to be ac-
ceptable. It would be a scandal-
ous failure of leadership on both
sides if disagreements as trivial
as this were to block further
progress in the talks.

A more fundamental worry
has centered on the jurisdiction
of the European Court of Justice.

Throughout, the British gov-
ernment has emphasized the
need to recover sovereignty
from EU institutions, and espe-
cially from the European Court
of Justice; the EU has seemed
equally determined to preserve

the full sway of the court in mat-
ters relating to its citizens.

This may be changing.
Bloomberg reported this week
that the EU could be willing to
let a new arbitration body pro-
tect the future rights of EU cit-
izens in Britain. Prime Minister
Theresa May and David Davis,
the minister in charge of the
Brexit talks, have previously
suggested a similar compro-
mise.

Good: The benefits of flexibili-
ty and open-mindedness on such
issues would be enormous.

EU citizens keep Britain’s Na-
tional Health Service running
and are conspicuously essential
in many other parts of the econ-
omy; Europe’s businesses rely on
British professionals, and Brit-
ish expats (notably in Spain) fuel
demand and pay taxes.

Whatever happens, Brexit
will be a severe blow, especially
to Britain — but there’s no need
to make a bad situation worse.
Failing to reach agreement at
the outset, and on an issue where
the mutual interests are so plain,
would be absurd.

MORE COMMENTARY

Britain and Europe can clear the first Brexit hurdle

Ricketts inherited Heineman’s inaction
Isn’t it it interesting that former Nebraska
Gov. Dave Heineman, the longest-serving
governor in the state’s history (2005-2014),
never seemed to get around to addressing
the property tax issue but is now highly
critical of Gov. Pete Ricketts for “having some
challenges” (“Flood says he won’t challenge
Ricketts in ’18,” June 30 World-Herald).
One of those, according to Heineman is, of
course, “We haven’t solved the property tax
issue here in Nebraska.”

Marsha Bauer, Omaha

Tweets promote violent imagery
When Donald Trump speaks of women
bleeding (Megyn Kelly, Mika Brzezinski), he is
projecting violence towards women (“Sasse,
other Republicans fault latest Trump tweets,”
June 30 World-Herald).
This is unhealthy for any person to do, but the
commander in chief is someone of immense
influence and responsibility. He has a power
to influence social and cultural norms in a way
that few individuals do.
I hope that in our communities, throughout
Omaha, Nebraska and the United States,
we stand together and reject the false and
dangerous imagery he is adding to the stream
like poison.

Michaela Wolf, Omaha

We need a separation of Twitter and state
Whatever one says of President Donald
Trump’s Twitter habit, it illustrates a broader
problem: that what’s on social media has now
become the main driver of our public policy
debates.
By its very nature, social media lends itself to
quick, easily digested messages, usually of the
impulsive kind. You can’t convey policy details
on issues such as health care, infrastructure
and tax reform in 140 characters.

In my own use of social media, I’ve learned
(sometimes the hard way) to pause before
hitting “Post” to think how my message might
offend, mislead or be misinterpreted.
Facebook, Twitter and other social media
sites are fun and effective modes of
communication. But when they become the
main conduit through which we conduct our
national discourse, you can’t be surprised
when it doesn’t go very far.

Eric Foster, Lincoln

No smoke, no fire
To July 1 Public Pulse writer Scott Thomsen
(“Talk about endless investigations”), some
investigations never reveal the truth.
Why did Hillary Clinton lie about the cause of
the Benghazi attacks?
A “silly” blue dress? I think not — not silly
to Americans who think President Bill Clinton
disgraced the office.
What I do know is that, in any investigation,
evidence should be a determining factor in
bringing about prosecution.
And in the case of accusations that President
Donald Trump is guilty of obstruction of justice
or colluding with Russia to win the election,
where is the evidence?
As for calling Trump an “obstructionist,”
perhaps to some degree he is, but only
because he has the courage and commitment
to push back against those on the other side
of the aisle who will always stand in the way of
making America great again.

Hank Krings, Columbus, Neb.

Opening the door to identity theft
Kris Kobach, vice chairman of President
Donald Trump’s voter integrity commission, is
requesting that states make available to him,
among other things, voters’ names, addresses,
birthdates and last four digits of their Social
Security numbers (“Several states refuse to
hand voter data to Trump’s panel,” July 2 World-

Herald). He will then set up a publicly available
website with this information.
This seems an invitation to identity fraud. Can
the federal government set us up for identity
fraud in this way? What is the law in Nebraska?

Mary Ann Lamanna, Omaha

Trump’s latest blunder
We have witnessed so much ridiculous and
mischievous behavior from our president it
is hard to pinpoint what blunder to focus on.
The latest was his request for personal voter
information from each citizen in the United
States.
President Donald Trump has requested each
voter’s voting history, party affiliation, home
address and the last four digits of their Social
Security number.
I thought the Republican Party and its leaders
were supposed to stand for keeping the
government out of our personal lives.
What will Trump do with this personal
information? My best guess is he will utilize it
to his benefit and those of his cronies.

Kris Lausterer, Papillion

Right on budget
Thank you for your articles on the dedication
of the “historic outhouse” recently placed and
dedicated at the Portal School in Papillion.
One article mentioned that it was restored at
a cost of nearly $9,000, which information you
obtained from a city grant application.
I made up the grant application based on
estimates I had gotten for labor, material, a
concrete slab, painting and moving costs.
We had the good fortune that many people
donated equipment, labor, lumber and moving,
so the actual cost should close at the city grant
amount of $2,500.
We appreciate all the donated assistance
that so many contributed.

Bob Olson, Papillion
Treasurer, Papillion Area Historical Society
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